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20 MIRACLES

KEY VERSES: 1:1 "“The book of the generation of

Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham.”

2:2 “"Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are

come to worship him."”
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Matthew 8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him.
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NET After he came down from the mountain, large crowds followed him.

GNT Karof viogd o«To T TO poug KOAO Bnaov o T XAol TTOAAO .

NLT Large crowds followed Jesus as he came down the mountainside.

KJV When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him.
ESV When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.

NIV When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him.

= came - Mt 5:1
= large - Mt 8:18 4:25 12:15 15:30 19:2 20:29 Mk 3:7 Lu 5:15 14:25-27

John MacArthur's Outline of Matthew 8-15

The King's Divine Authority—Attesting Miracles (Matthew 8-9)

The King's Apostles—Their Commissioning (Matthew 10)

The King's Audience—Their Responses (Matthew 11-12)

The King's Announcement—The Mystery of His Church/Parables of the Kingdom (Matthew 13)

The King's Audience—More Responses and Miracles (Matthew 14-15) (MacArthur New Testament Commentary, — Matthew)
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John Hannah has a more detailed outline of Jesus' Ministry in this section:

The proofs of the King's claims (8:1-11:1)

A. Authority over sickness (Mt 8:1-17)
1. The leper (Mt 8:1-4)
2. The paralytic (Mt 8:5-13)
3. The fever (Mt 8:14-15)
4. Summary: all diseases (Mt 8:16-17)
. Authority over men (Mt 8:18-22)
. Authority over nature (Mt 8:23-27)
. Authority over demons (Mt 8:28-34)
. Authority to forgive sin (Mt 9:1-8)
. Authority over men (Mt 9:9)
Authority to meet spiritual needs (Mt 9:10-13)
Authority over tradition (Mt 9:14-17)
Authority over death (Mt 9:18-26)
Authority over blindness (Mt 9:27-31)
. Authority over speechlessness (Mt 9:32-34)
L. Authority to command men (Mt 9:35-11:1)
1. The King's compassion (Mt 9:35-38)
2. The King's summons (Mt 10:1-4)
a. The delegation of authority (Mt 10:1)
b. The list of apostles (Mt 10:2-4)
3. The King's instructions (Mt 10:5-11:1)
a. The direction of their ministry (Mt 10:5-14)
1. Recipients of their ministry (Mt 10:5-6)
2. Message of their ministry (Mt 10:7)
3. Indication of their ministry (Mt 10:8)
4. Support in the ministry (Mt 10:9-10)
5. Treatment in the ministry (Mt 10:11-14)
b. The danger in the ministry (Mt 10:15-23)
c. The comfort in the ministry (Mt 10:24-33)
d. The priorities of the ministry (Mt 10:34-39)
e. The rewards of the ministry (Mt 10:40-11:1)
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The opposition to the King (Mt 11:2-16:12) (from Hannah's Bible Outlines - excellent resource)

Notice in the chart above by Irving Jensen that he classifies the section from Matthew 4:12 through Matthew 15:21 as Jesus' time of
popularity which was beginning to decline.

Thomas Constable introduces Matthew 8-9 - Matthew described Jesus' ministry as consisting of teaching, preaching, and healing in
Mt 4:23. Chapters 5-7 record what He taught His disciples. We have the essence of His preaching ministry in Mt 4:17. Now in Mt
8:1-9:34 we see His healing ministry. He demonstrated authority over disease, demons, and nature. Matthew showed that Jesus'
ability proves that He is the divine Messiah. The King authenticated His claims by performing messianic signs. In view of this the
Jews should have acknowledged Him as the Messiah. (Expository Notes)

J Vernon McGee - Matthew is not attempting to give us a biography of the Lord Jesus, nor is he attempting to put in chronological
order the series of events that took place in His ministry. Rather, he is giving us a movement, which we must not miss. The King
went to the mountain, enunciated His manifesto, the law of the Kingdom; now He comes down from the mount, and we see twelve
miracles (some say 10, some 9) that He performs. This demonstrates that when He rules on this earth, He will have the dynamic to
enforce the laws of His Kingdom. (Thru The Bible)

Louis Barbieri adds that this next section gives the "Credentials of the King (Mt 8:1-11:1). By word and deed Jesus Christ had
authenticated Himself as the Messiah (Matthew 3-4). In a long sermon He announced the standards for entrance into His
kingdom and clearly presented the way of access to it (Matthew 5-7). But the Jews still had questions on their minds. Could this
One be the Messiah? If so, could He bring about the changes necessary to institute the kingdom? Did He have the power to bring
about change? Matthew therefore presented a number of miracles to authenticate the King to Israel and to prove that He is able to
perform His Word. These miracles demonstrated various realms in which Christ has authority. (Bible Knowledge Commentary)

When Jesus came down from the mountain- Matthew is simply picking up and reversing Jesus' direction from Matthew 5:1
"When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him." There is almost
an ironic twist in this statement that Jesus came down, because during this next phase of His ministry, while He still had a degree of
popularity, Jesus popularity would progressively continue to come down!

Large crowds followed Him - The word followed is akoloutheo, the same verb used in Mt 4:20, 22+ of His first disciples leaving
their occupations and their relatives and following Him. In Mt 4:25 "large crowds followed (akoloutheo) Him from Galilee and the
Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan (east of the Jordan River)." But sadly most were following Him
because of His miracles more that because of His message! That said, Luke describes at least 3 (or 4) groups associated with
Jesus in Lk 6:17+ recording that "Jesus came down (from all night prayer vigil on the mountain) with them (two groups - disciples in
general and the 12 selected out to be apostles - Lk 6:13+ and stood on a level place; and there was a large crowd of His disciples
(FOLLOWED MORE CLOSELY THAN CROWDS - SAW HIM AS THEIR "TEACHER" LIKE JOHN THE BAPTIST AND PHARISEES
WHO ALSO HAD "DISCIPLES" - THESE DISCIPLES INCLUDED THE 12 APOSTLES), and a great throng of people from all Judea
and Jerusalem (THIRD GROUP - THEY WERE NOT DISCIPLES) and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon (GENTILE
TERRITORY)."

Israel had been introduced to the Person of the King in Matthew 1-4, the principles of the King in Matthew 5-7 and now would
witness the power of the King beginning in Matthew 8. Matthew 8-9 record 10 miracles (some say 9) by Jesus to authenticate His
"royal power," "the first group of miracles involves healings (Mt 8:1-17), the second, demonstrations of power (Mt 8:23-9:8), and the
third, acts of restoration (Mt 9:18-34)." (Constable). Why did He do miracles or signs? Because as Paul would later write "indeed
Jews ask for signs." (1 Cor 1:22) But remember that signs by themselves are not proof that Jesus is the long expected Messiah
because as Paul says (in describing the Antichrist) "the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders." (2 Th 2:9).
Sadly even the signs by Jesus were not enough to convince most of the populace that He was the Messiah. For example even after
He had performed five of these miracles at Capernaum (not to mention all the healings and casting out of demons - Mark 1:33-34+
where "whole city" = Capernaum, Lk 4:40-41+), the city still rejected Him, Jesus Himself declaring "And you, Capernaum, will not be
exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would
have remained to this day." (Mt. 11:23). As Warren Wiersbe explains "Like the judgments against Egypt in Moses’ day, the miracles
of the Lord were judgments in Israel; for the people had to face facts and make decisions. The religious leaders decided that Jesus
was working for Satan (Mt. 9:31-34; 12:24)." (BEC)

Also keep in mind that these miracles recorded in Matthew 8-9 are not in chronological order. Hendriksen writes "Matthew's
arrangement, accordingly, is topical rather than chronological. Room must be left for the possibility that while Mt 8:2-4; 8:14-17; and
Mt 9:2-13 refer to events that preceded the Sermon on the Mount, Mt 8:5-13; Mt 8:18-19ff; and Mt 9:14ff. record what happened
afterward. (Exposition of the Gospel According to Matthew)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decapolis

Followed (190) akoloutheo from a = expresses union with, likeness + keleuthos = a road, way) means to walk the same road
(Ponder that simple definition dear believer - Am | willing to walk the same road as Jesus?) Literally to follow (like the crowds
followed Jesus) and in a figurative sense to follow Jesus as a disciple. To follow (closely) and was used of soldiers, servants and
pupils. To go after someone or something (not as a true disciple however as we see with the crowds who physically followed Jesus,
following however without a willingness to commit wholly to Him! cf John 6:60-65, 66) Early in the history of the Greek
language akoloutheo came to mean to imitate or follow someone's example. This dual meaning colored the New Testament use of
our word akoloutheo. Note that most of the uses of akoloutheo are in the Gospels and thus this verb is firmly linked with the life of
Jesus, for He is the One to follow.

Matthew 8:2 And (behold) a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, "Lord, if You are willing, You can
make me clean.”

NET And a leper approached, and bowed low before him, saying, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean."

GNT ko 80 Aemip ¢ mpooeAd v mpooek vel T A yov, K pie, v B A G vaoo pe kaBaop oo.

NLT Suddenly, a man with leprosy approached him and knelt before him. "Lord," the man said, "if you are
willing, you can heal me and make me clean."

KJV  And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me
clean.

ESV And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me
clean."

NIV A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean."

« behold - Mk 1:40-45 Lu 5:12-16

« aleper- Mt 10:8 26:6 Lev 13:44-46 Nu 5:2,3 12:10 De 24:8,9 2Sa 3:39 2Ki 5:1,27 7:3,4 15:5 2Ch 26:19-21 Lu 4:27 17:12-19
« bowed down - Mt 2:11 4:9 14:33 15:25 18:26 28:9,17 Mk 1:40 5:6,7 Lu 5:12 Joh 9:38 1Co 14:25 Rev 19:10 22:8,9

« if you are willing - Mt 9:28,29 13:58 Mk 9:22-24

« Matthew 8 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

DRAWING NEAR TO GOD
BY GRACE

Pastor Brian Bell entitled his sermon on this section "SEE SPOT RUN!"

Warren Wiersbe entitles Matthew 8:1-22 "Grace to the Outcasts" noting that "Lepers, Gentiles, and women were considered
outcasts by many Jewish people, especially the Pharisees. Many Pharisees would pray each morning, "l give thanks that | am a man
and not a woman, a Jew and not a Gentile, a freeman and not a slave." (Bible Exposition Commentary)

McGee - He was up in Capernaum, where his headquarters were. And | am confident that the following miracle occurred there. Of
course, this raises the question of where He had been when He gave the Sermon on the Mount. | have read many different theories,
but | do not think the location is important for us to know. We are told that when He came down from the mountain, great crowds
followed Him. Is the King who is able to enunciate the ethic also able to move with power among humanity? That is an important
question. (Thru The Bible)

And (behold) - The 1995 revision of the NASB for some reason fails to translate the demonstrative particleidou which is actually
included in the 1977 version of the NASB. In my opinion that his too bad because behold is first of all a command in the aorist
imperative emphasizing "Do it now! Don't delay!"As Spurgeon reminds us "Behold is a word of wonder; it is intended to excite
admiration. Wherever you see it hung out in Scripture, it is like an ancient sign-board, signifying that there are rich wares within, or
like the hands which solid readers have observed in the margin of the older Puritanic books, drawing attention to something
particularly worthy of observation." | would add, behold is like a divine highlighter, a divine underlining of an especially striking or
important text. It says in effect "Listen up, all ye who would be wise in the ways of Jehovah!"

Parallel Passages:
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Mark 1:40+ And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, “If
You are willing, You can make me clean.”

Luke 5:12+ While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; and when he
saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

A leper came to Him - First note that in Jesus' day leprosy was not necessarily the same disease we call leprosy today (see
Hansen's Disease). In other words while it included true medical leprosy, people were still regarded as leprous if they a number of
skin conditions including psoriasis, elephantiasis, vitiligo (depigmentation of skin), etc. A leper was totally ostracized from society
until he was declared cured. The verb came to is proserchomai which literally means to come or go to and so to approach, but it
also has the figurative sense of drawing near to or coming before God (read Heb 4:16+, Heb 7:25+, Heb 11:6+, Heb 10:22+). This
was the verb used to describe the Jews"who draw near" through their Temple sacrifices, coming through the Law rather than
coming by grace (read Heb 10:1+). The leper probably did not understand what he was doing but in effect he was drawing near to
the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace to help in the time of need (Heb 4:16+) for Jesus was God! And it is notable that
in that regard, the leper calls Him "Lord" and "bowed down"! McGee points out that "Jesus came from the heights (SERMON ON
THE MOUNT) to the very depths. Leprosy, symbolic of sin in the Bible, was considered incurable; leprosy was the most loathsome
disease." (Ibid)

“As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered,
and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!” “He shall remain unclean all the days during
which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp. (Lev
13:45-46+)

THOUGHT - Jesus was surrounded by a large crowd and yet the "untouchable" one was able to draw near.
None of the Gospel writers tell us but if he were acting according to Leviticus, then he was crying out
"Unclean! Unclean!" which would quickly have cleared a path for him to draw near to Jesus!

Leper (3015)(lepros fromlepo = to scale, peel orlepis = a scale as of a fish - seepicture of scaly
rash) originally meant scaly or scabby and then was used to describe one afflicted with leprosy. It was was
used to refer to an uneven surface of any kind (e.g., a road), but usually denotes a leprous condition of the
skin, a serious skin disorder secondary to various etiologies, not always infection with the Mycobacterium
leprae (pix), the cause of Hansen's Disease. Leper - 9x - Matt. 8:2; Matt. 10:8; Matt. 11:5; Matt. 26:6; Mk. 1:40;
Mk. 14:3; Lk. 4:27; Lk. 7:22; Lk. 17:12. Lepros in the Septuagint (Lxx) - Lev. 13:44; Lev. 13:45; Lev. 14:2; Lev.
14:3; Nu 5:2; 2 Sa 3:29; 2 Ki. 5:11; 2 Ki. 7:3; 2 Ki. 7:8; 2 Chr 26:20; 2 Chr. 26:21; 2 Chr. 26:23.

William Barclay - “In Palestine there were two kinds of leprosy. There was one which was rather like a
very bad skin disease, and it was the less serious of the two. There was the one in which the disease,
starting from a small spot, ate away the flesh until the wretched sufferer was left with only the stump of a
hand or a leg. It was literally a living death”

Hughes o n lepers - Lepers were typically beggars because there was no way they could support
themselves. Sometimes their families deposited food in remote places. They customarily lived in bands—
fellow outcasts (cf. 2 Kings 7:3; Luke 17:12). (Preaching the Word — Luke, Volume I: That You May Know
the Truth)

Guzik on leprosy - The Jews thought two things about a leper: (1) you are the walking dead and (2) you
deserve this because this is the punishment of God against you. Jewish custom said that you should not
even greet a leper. Custom said you had to stay six feet (two meters) from a leper. If the wind blew toward
a person from a leper, they had to keep 150 feet (45 meters) away. One Rabbi bragged that he would not
even buy an egg on a street where he saw a leper, and another boasted that he threw rocks at lepers to
keep them far from him. One other Rabbi didn’t even allow a leper to wash his face. The only thing more
defiling than contact with a leper was contact with a dead body. For these reasons leprosy was
considered a picture of sin and its effects. It was a contagious, debilitating disease that corrupts its victim
and makes him essentially dead while alive. Therefore society and religious people scorned lepers.
Rabbis especially despised them (Enduring Word Bible Commentary)

Warren Wiersbe - Leprosy is an illustration of sin (Isa. 1:5-6). The instructions given to the priests in
Leviticus 13 help us understand the nature of sin: Sin is deeper than the skin (Lev. 13:3); it spreads (Lev.
13:8); it defiles and isolates (Lev. 13:45-46); and it is fit only for the fire (Lev. 13:52, 57). (BEC)

Draw Near (4334)(proserchomai from pros = facing + erchomai = come) means to come facing toward. To
approach, come neatr, visit, figuratively to worship, draw near, go near to.
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Why is this so strange that a leper drew near and that Jesus allowed him to do so? TheLaw of
Moses recorded “As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head
shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!” “He shall remain unclean all
the days during which he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the
camp. (Leviticus 13:45, 46+ cf Nu 5:2-4, 12:14, 15, 2 Ki 7:3) Guzik adds that "the leper came to Jesus by
himself and despite many discouragements. He knew how terrible his problem was. He knew most everyone
thought his condition was hopeless. He had no one who would or could take him to Jesus. He had no previous
example of Jesus healing a leper to give him hope. He had no promise that Jesus would heal him. He had no
invitation from Jesus or the disciples. He must have felt ashamed and alone in the crowd. (Enduring Word
Bible Commentary)

Comment: A person with leprosy, apart from the telltale malignant raw flesh and white
hair, was to be otherwise identified by tom clothes, announcement of "unclean" when in
the streets and was to live isolated from the community. Jesus knew the Law of Moses
and yet He does not chastise this man for (1) approaching Him (recall the 10 lepers
"stood at a distance" - Lk 17:12) and (2) not crying out "Unclean! Unclean!" Jesus saw
the man's heart and his intent, not his scaly disgusting rash! And Jesus looks at you and |
that same way -- at our heart, always looking for a heart of loving obedience (empowered
by the Spirit) (cf 1 Sa 15:22).

The law of Moses had specific instructions for anyone who had leprosy:

Leviticus 13:45, 46+ (cf Nu 5:2-4, 12:14, 15, 2 Ki 7:3) “As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall
be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered (let his hair be unkempt,uncombed), and he shall cover his
mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!” “He shall remain unclean all the days during which he has the
infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.

Comment: A person with leprosy, apart from the telltale malignant raw flesh and white hair, was to be
otherwise identified by tom clothes, announcement of "unclean" when in the streets and was to live
isolated from the community. Jesus knew the Law of Moses and yet He does not chastise this man for (1)
approaching Him (recall the 10 lepers "stood at a distance" - Lk 17:12) and (2) for not crying out
"Unclean! Unclean!" Jesus saw the man's heart and his intent, not his scaly disgusting rash! And
Jesus looks at you and | that same way -- at our heart, ever looking for a heart of Spirit empowered loving
obedience (cf 1 Sa 15:22).

NET Note - Tearing one's clothing, allowing the hair to hang loose rather than bound up in a turban, and
covering the mustache on the upper lip are all ways of expressing shame, grief, or distress (cf., e.g., Lev
10:6 and Micah 3:7).

Hughes adds "We can hardly imagine the humiliation and isolation of this leper's life. He was ostracized
from society because it was thought at that time that leprosy was highly contagious (which it is not). He
had to assume a disheveled appearance and cry, "Unclean! Unclean!" whenever he came in range of the
normal population. Think about how you would feel shouting this while entering a grocery store or a mall
—the pervasive sense of worthlessness and despair." (Preaching the Word)

And bowed down (NAS marginal note "worshiped") before Him - Mark 1:40+ has falling on his knees before Him. Luke 5:12+
has he fell on his face. He was now face to face with Jesus or more accurately "face to foot!" This is fascinating. An unclean
person (1) approaching Jesus and (2) kneeling down, falling on his face, bowing down, where the verb translated bowing down is
translated elsewhere worship some 49 times! The first use of proskuneo in the NT is of the magi who asking King Herod "Where is
He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship (proskuneo) Him.” (Mt 2:2+, cf
the magi in Mt 2:8, 11+)

Bowed down (4352)(proskuneo from pros = before + kuneo = kiss or adore) means to prostrate oneself in
homage before another in the full sense of worship, not mere reverence or courtesy. When Jesus Christ was
born into this world, He was attended and worshipped by angels. (Lu 2:13f). This is the very verb Satan used
in his temptation of Jesus promising “All these things | will give You, if You fall down and worship (proskuneo)
me.” (Mt 4:9+) Jesus replied “Go, Satan! For it is written, 'YOUSHALL WORSHIP (proskuneo) THE LORD
YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.” (Mt 4:10+). Proskuneo represents the most common Near Eastern
act of adoration and reverence and also carries the idea of profound awe and respect, attitudes that this leper
definitely manifests. Some believe that the root word kuneo may be related to kuon which is the Greek word
for dog and which then could be picturing a dog licking his master's hand. In summary, the
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word proskuneo literally means to kiss toward someone, to throw a kiss in token of respect or homage, to
prostrate oneself in homage, to do reverence to, to adore and so to worship and show respect. In the ancient
Oriental (especially Persia) the mode of salutation between persons of equal rank was to kiss each other on
the lips. When the difference of rank was slight, they kissed each other on the cheek. When one was much
inferior, he fell upon his knees touched his forehead to the ground or prostrated himself, and as he was bowing
down he would be throwing kisses toward the superior. It is this latter mode of salutation that is intended by
the Greek writers in the use of the verb proskuneo and this was the posture taken by this unclean leper!

And said, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean."- Said is in the present tense indicating that he repeated this
statement. And don't miss this "poignant picture—the leper, still prostrate, repeating in the hoarse voice typical of those with
advanced leprosy." (Hughes) The same phrase is used also by Mark and Luke, also voiced from a position of humility and
neediness. He was a perfect picture of Matthew 5:3+ "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." The leper
knew Jesus could cleanse, but his question was would He cleanse? Obviously the leper recognized there was something about
Jesus because he called Him "kurios", the first place He is called Lord in the Gospel of Matthew. And remember that this was the
Greek word used to translated the Hebrew word Jehovah or Yahweh in the Old Testament. So the Jews who heard him address
Jesus this way would surely have wondered about this association. While kurios could also mean something like our respectable
"Sir," it is almost certain the leper meant it as more than "Sir," for not only did he call Jesus Lord but he approached Him as Lord. As
Spurgeon said "Those who call Jesus Lord,” and do not worship Him, are more diseased than the leper was.” | One can only
imagine what those in the large crowd were thinking. Here is an unclean person approaching Jesus. What would He do? If He is the
Messiah (they might reason), surely He would tell this "unclean" one to leave His presence! But of course the crowd the not
comprehend His divine compassion for humanity. The phrase "if you are willing" is a third class condition which indicates the leper
was not making presumptuous request for Jesus to heal him. In other words the third class is something that is undetermined, but
which has the prospect of being determined, and thus was a hopeful doubt (so to speak) for this leper. Robertson adds "The leper
knew that Jesus had the power to heal him. His doubt was about his willingness. "Men more easily believe in miraculous power than
in miraculous love" (Bruce)." The leper's manner of approach expresses his humility instead of a prideful "You have the power, so
heal me!"

Kent Hughes on the leper's addressing Jesus as Lord - notice the first word out of his mouth, “Lord.” You can
call Jesus “Lord” without having saving faith in him. Jesus teaches that at the end of the Sermon on the Mount.
However, consistently throughout Matthew’s Gospel this title is only found on the lips of Jesus’ disciples or
those who, like this leper, are sick and in desperate need of him. (Preaching the Word — Matthew: All Authority
in Heaven and on Earth)

THOUGHT - The leper illustrates the words of Jesus' half brother James that "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” (James 4:6+) Oh, to have the humble heart of this leper as
we approach (draw near = same verb proserchomai used of leper drawing near to Jesus) the throne of grace
(Heb 4:16+), for even though we are saved by grace, we are daily prone to become "leprous" with the stain of
sin (cf James 1:28b+), and thus we become unclean (in the experiential sense, although positionally we are
clean forever in Christ) in the presence of the Holy One of Israel. This reminds me of God's call to Israel
"Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil,
Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow. Come now,
and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow;
Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool." (Isaiah 1:16-18+) "If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses
(katharizo in the present tense = continually because we continually have need!) us from all sin." (1 Jn 1:6-7+)

If you are willing - As described in verse 3, Jesus accepted the leper's challenge with the answer "l am willing." "l know You can,
but will You?" That is, is it according to Your will?

Willing (2309)(thelo) primarily refers to exercising of one's will with the underlying sense of being willing,
desiring or wanting to do something. Jesus desires to heal those who desire healing!

Holman Bible Commentary note on Leprosy - A generic term applied to a variety of skin disorders from psoriasis to true leprosy.
Its symptoms ranged from white patches on the skin to running sores to the loss of digits on the fingers and toes. For the Hebrews it
was a dreaded malady which rendered its victims ceremonially unclean—that is, unfit to worship God (Leviticus 13:3). Anyone who
came in contact with a leper was also considered unclean. Therefore, lepers were isolated from the rest of the community so that
the members of the community could maintain their status as worshipers. Other physical disorders or the flow of certain bodily fluids
also rendered one unclean (see Leviticus 12:1-14:32; Leviticus 15:1-33). Even houses and garments could have “leprosy” and, thus,
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be unclean (Leviticus 14:33-57). Jesus did not consider this distinction between clean and unclean valid. A person's outward
condition did not make one unclean; rather that which proceeds from the heart determines one's standing before God (Mark 7:1-23;
compare Acts 10:9-16). Therefore, Jesus did not hesitate about touching lepers (Mark 1:40-45) and even commanded His disciples
to cleanse lepers (Matthew 10:8). Jesus even made a leper the hero of one of His parables (Luke 16:19-31). (Leprosy)

R Kent Hughes - What is important to note is that leprosy, or Hansen's disease as it is better know today (after the man who
diagnosed its cause), is not a rotting infection as is commonly thought, nor are its horrible outward physical deformities imposed by
the disease (See picture). In recent years, the research of Dr. Paul Brand and others has proven that the disfigurement associated
with Hansen's disease comes solely because the body's warning system of pain is destroyed. The disease acts as an anesthetic,
bringing numbness to the extremities as well as to the ears, eyes, and nose. The devastation that follows comes from such incidents
as reaching one's hand into a charcoal fire to retrieve a dropped potato, or washing one's face with scalding water, or gripping a tool
so tightly that the hands become traumatized and eventually stumplike. In Third-World countries, vermin sometimes chew on
sleeping lepers. Thus, Dr. Brand, after performing corrective surgery on a leper, would send a cat home with him as normal post-
operative procedure. Dr. Brand calls the disease a "painless hell," and indeed it is. The poor man in our story had not been able to
feel for years, and his body was full of leprosy, mutilated from head to foot, rotten, stinking, repulsive. (Preaching the Word — Mark,
Volume |: Jesus, Servant and Savior.)

Barclay on Leprosy - “Leprosy might begin with the loss of all sensation in some part of the body; the nerve trunks are affected; the
muscles waste away; the tendons contract until the hands are like claws. There follows ulceration of the hands and feet. Then comes
the progressive loss of fingers and toes, until in the end a whole hand or a whole foot may drop off. The duration of that kind of
leprosy is anything from twenty to thirty years. It is a kind of terrible progressive death in which a man dies by inches....In the middle
ages, if a man became a leper, the priest donned his stole and took his crucifix, and brought the man into the church, and read the
burial service over him. For all human purposes the man was dead.”

SEED THOUGHTS A CURE FOR THE UNCLEAN
Matthew 8:1—4

I. Who He Was. “A leper.” (1) Diseased, not sound; (2) Unclean, polluting; (3) Separated, shut out from fellowship and privilege; (4)
Incurable, beyond all human skill and hope.

Il. What He Did. (1) He came to Jesus, the fountain of living waters; (2) he came in the presence of the crowd, not ashamed; (3) he
came worshipping Him, in deep, unfeigned reverence; (4) he came confessing his need, “Make me clean;” he acknowledged his real
condition; (5) he came believing, “If Thou wilt, Thou canst.”

IIl. What He Received. (1) The touch of Jesus, identification; (2) The word of Jesus, illumination; (3) The power of Jesus, salvation.
(James Smith - Handfuls of Purpose)

McGee paints the picture of what this leper’s life must have been like - Have you ever stopped to think that this man not only
had the physical disease of leprosy but that he had a psychological hang-up that was terrible? | do not know this man's background,
but | imagine that one day he noticed a breaking out on his hand. Perhaps he had been out plowing, came in, showed his wife, and
she put some ointment on it. The next morning it was just as red as it could be, and he went out and plowed again. This went on for
about a week, and his wife started getting uneasy. She suggested he visit the priest. He went to the priest who isolated him for
fourteen days. At the end of this period of time the disease had spread. The priest told him he had leprosy.

The man asked the priest if he could go and tell his wife and children and say good-bye. The priest said, "I'm sorry, you cannot tell
them good-bye. You cannot put your arm around your wife again or hold your children in your arms anymore. When anyone comes
near you, you must cry out, 'Unclean, unclean." He saw his children grow up from a distance. They would leave food in a certain
place, and he would come and get it after they withdrew. He could not touch them. In fact, he had been able to touch no one, and no
one had been able to touch him. Then one day he came to Jesus and said, "Lord, if You will, You can make me clean." And what did
the Lord Jesus do? He touched him. May | say to you that the touch of Jesus was one of the most wonderful things that ever had
happened to the man. It not only cleansed his leprosy, but it brought him back into the family of mankind and into the family of God.
"Immediately his leprosy was cleansed." (Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee)

Fruchtenbaum expounds on the significance of leprosy in the Jewish community - This is the account of the healing of a Jewish
leper. How do we know he was Jewish? Because Jesus ordered him to go the the priests and observe the offerings that Moses
commanded. Jesus had performed a number of miracles up until this time, but this is the FIRST instance of a Jew being healed of
leprosy. We need to realize that this sigh was very special and unique. From the time of the giving of the Mosaic Covenant
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there is no record of any Jew being healed of leprosy. The case of Miriam was before the completion of the giving of the Law. In
the case of Naaman, he was Syrian, not Jewish. Leviticus 13-14 are devoted to dealing with leprosy, more than 100 verses. The
priesthood was given detailed and specific instructions regarding leprosy. Only the priest had the authority to declare someone a
leper. Once someone was declared a leper he would tear his garment. He would have to move out of his or her community and into
a quarantined area for lepers. While this sounds cruel, notice how the Law protected society from the spread of disease before
anyone understood the nature of microbes and germs. He would be excluded from Jewish society, and reviled. He would have to
wear a face covering below the eyes. He would never be able to enter the Tabernacle or Temple compound. He had to announce
himself “unclean, unclean,” when encountering someone on the road. Anyone touching him would also become unclean. A person
with leprosy was viewed as having been judged by God. (Life of Messiah)

Related Resources:

= Medical Article - Biblical Leprosy- A Suggested Interpretation (In depth - 25 page article)

= Why is leprosy talked about so much in the Bible?
= Torrey Topical Textbook Leprosy

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Leprosy

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Leprosy

= Holman Bible Dictionary

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Leprosy

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Leprosy

= Smith Bible Dictionary Leper. Leprosy

= Vines' Expository Dictionary Leprosy

« 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica Leprosy

= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Leper: Leprosy
= Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Leprosy

= McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Leprosy
= The Jewish Encyclopedia Leprosy

=« WHO - Leprosy

= Leprosy - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

= Leprosy- Medline Plus Medical Encyclopedia
= Hansen's Disease (Leprosy) - CDC

Matthew 8:3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his
leprosy was cleansed.

NET He stretched out his hand and touched him saying, "I am willing. Be clean!" Immediately his leprosy was
cleansed.

GNT Ko KTE VOG TV XE P& WaTo o TO A ywv, © Aw, kaBop abnTi- kot € 8 wg kaBop 0Bn axTo A TTPCN.

NLT  Jesus reached out and touched him. "I am willing," he said. "Be healed!" And instantly the leprosy
disappeared.

KJV And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, | will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy
was cleansed.

ESV  And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "l will; be clean." And immediately his
leprosy was cleansed.

NIV Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he
was cured of his leprosy.

= Jesus stretched out His hand - 2 Ki 5:11

« | am willing - Ge 1:3 Ps 33:9 Mk 1:41 4:39 5:41 7:34 9:25 Lu 5:13 7:14 Joh 5:21 11:43 15:24
=« immediately - Mt 11:4,5 2Ki 5:14 Lu 17:14,15

= Matthew 8 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

JUST ONE TOUCH
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FROM JESUS

Parallel Passages:

Mark 1:41+ Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am
willing; be cleansed.”

Luke 5:13+ While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; and when he
saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

The cleansing or healing of leprosy involved religious, physiological, and sociological implications. Since leprosy was regarded as a
defilement and hence made a person ritually unacceptable, it also meant excommunication from normal social life. The removal of
leprosy was regarded as an important religious matter, and the healing had to be verified by the priests before an individual was
regarded as ritually cleansed.

Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him- The leper had come to Jesus imploring Jesus to help him and now Jesus
reaches out His hand and touches him which must have sent a grasp and a "buzz" through the crowd of Jewish onlookers who
would never even consider touching a leper! So don't miss the point that just one touch of a leper would have rendered Jesus
ceremonially unclean (cf Lev 14:46; see also the Mishnah, Nega'im 3.1; 11.1; 12.1; 13.6-12 where the word "Nega'im" describes the
various forms of tzaraath, aleprosy-like disease described in the Parshiyot of Tazria and Metzora in the Torah, which affected
people, clothing, and homes. The tractate describes the different types of blemishes symptomatic of the disease, and the various

rituals involved in purifying someone who has been affected by it." (Wikipedia) According to Leviticus 5:3, Jesus became unclean
the moment he touched the leper. In fact, Jesus did not become unclean, but in fact cleanses the unclean! As D A Carson says "at
Jesus' touch nothing remains defiled."

Hughes applies Jesus' touch of the leper - by touching this leper Jesus is showing us that he is willing to take
on his impurities and is foreshadowing his taking all of ours as well (2 Corinthians 5:21+). Put differently, his
mission is the cross. (Ibid)

Stretched (1614)(ekteino from ek = out + teino = to stretch) means stretch out literally, as a gesture with
one's hand stretched out. Jesus' stretched His hands out "toward His disciples” (Mt 12:49), to Peter drowning
(Mt 14:31), to the leper (Mk 1:41, Mt 8:3, Lk 5:13, cf healing in Acts 4:30). Ekteino is used of the stretching out
of Paul's hand as he prepared to offer his verbal defense (Acts 26:1). Ekteino refers to Jesus telling the lame
man to stretch out his hand (Mt 12:13, Mk 3:5, Lk 6:10). Ekteino can mean stretching out one's hands with
a hostile intent to lay hands on or arrest (Lk 22.53). As a euphemistic figure of speech referring to one's hands
stretched out in crucifixion (Jn 21.18). In Mt 26:51 when they came to arrest Jesus Peter "extending his hand,
drew out his sword, and struck." In Acts 27:30 ekteino refers to the sailors pretending to "to lay out (stretch out
the) anchors from the bow, (Act 27:30). In the Septuagint in Exodus 7:5 ekteino is used of God stretching out
His hand over Egypt and deliver Israel (cf Ps 138:7) frequently of Moses telling Aaron to stretch out his hand
and staff (Ex. 7:19; 8:5-6,16-17), and of Moses stretching out his hand to bring plagues (Ex 9:22-23; 10:12,21-
22) Paul alludes to the Lord stretching out His hand to the nation of Israel - But as for Israel He says, "ALL
THE DAY LONG | HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE PEOPLE."
(Ro 10:21-note)

Touched (681)(hapto/haptomai where haptomai is the middle voice which constitutes the majority of uses)
means to grasp, to lay hold of with the basic meaning of touching for the purpose of
manipulating. Hapto conveys the sense handling of an object as to exert a modifying influence upon it or upon
oneself. The majority of the 39 uses are in the Gospels and are associated with Jesus touching someone (or
someone touching Him) usually with a beneficial effect as here with the healing of the leper and in Mt 8:15
with the curing of the fever of Peter's mother-in-law.

THOUGHT - H A Ironside - Have you felt a touch of His healing hand? Has His voice rebuked the fever of sin
that once raged in your very being? Is it your delight now to serve Him? Are you among those who are glad
not only to avail themselves of His delivering power, but are now concerned about giving Him the service of a
grateful heart? Are you putting yourself out for the blessing of other people? This is the test of real conversion.
You can tell a person who has experienced the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ by the manifestation of a
desire to please Him, a desire to do His will, to glorify Him, to make Him known to others, and to bring them
into contact with Him. Every time the Lord wrought a work of power like this upon the body of some dear
needy soul, the word of it went abroad to encourage others to come to Him. It is the same today. When the
Lord Jesus works in great grace, saving one from the life of sin, bringing him to know God and giving him the
power to live a new life to His glory, how it appeals to other people! | do not think there is anything that has
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